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High School Seniors & College Students... 

It's Almost FAFSA Time! 
  

Beginning January 1, 2016, you may file the  
2016-17 Free Application for Federal Student Aid. 

Michigan’s deadline for priority consideration of 
State aid is March 1, 2016. As a reminder, our office 
does not know which college a student plans to 
attend; therefore, State aid awards are based on the 
first college listed on the FAFSA.  Students are also 
responsible for notifying our office if their college 
choice changes-this can be done online using the 
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MiSSG Student Portal at www.michigan.gov/ssg or 
by phone at 1-888-4-GRANTS (888-447-2687). 

To complete the FAFSA, you will need: 

 Your Social Security Number 

 Your Alien Registration Number (if you are not a U.S. citizen) 

 Your most recent federal income tax returns, W-2s, and other records of money earned. 
(Note: You may be able to transfer your federal tax return information into your FAFSA 
using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool.) 

 Bank statements and records of investments (if applicable) 

 Records of untaxed income (if applicable) 

 A FSA ID to sign electronically 

*If you are a dependent student, then you will also need most of the above information for your  
parent(s). 

Need FAFSA Help? 

MI Student Aid is proud to be a sponsor of MI College Goal, coming February 2016. We encourage 
students and families to attend a MI College Goal event where an expert can help in filling out the 
FAFSA.  Assistance is available for free at over 30 locations throughout the State.  

For information on MI College Goal and locations/dates, please click here. 

 

High School Counselors, In Case You Missed It: 

New MiSSG Web Portal Coming Soon! 
Student Scholarships and Grants (SSG) has created a Web portal, MiSSG, for high school 
counselors.  In MiSSG, users will be able to view records for students currently attending their high 
school.  Users with access can view who has completed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) and coming soon, users will also be able to view students eligible for the Tuition Incentive 
Program (TIP) which will include the status of their TIP application.  

For high school counselors to have access to MiSSG, their principal must complete a NEW Data 
Use Agreement and Data Receiver Designee Form.  For more information on accessing MiSSG, 
please watch this short video.  

 Data Use Agreement:  This form needs to be completed/signed by the high school 
principal and returned to SSG each academic year.  

 Data Receiver Designee Form:  This forms need to be completed/signed by the high 
school principal and returned to SSG each academic year.  

 Secondary Security Access Form: This form grants permission from the high school 
principal to allow a partner(s) to view MiSSG reports.  

If you have questions or need further assistance, please contact our office at 1-888-4-GRANTS, or 
1-888-447-2687, email ssg@michigan.gov, or visit us on the Web at www.michigan.gov/ssg.  

 

MET Enrollment Opened December 10th 
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The Michigan Education Trust (MET) has the perfect gift for any child on your 
list – a college education. Just in time for holiday gift giving, MET opened its 
2016 enrollment period on Thursday, December 10 and will run through 
September 30, 2016.  Through December 31, MET will waive the $25 online 

processing fee if purchasers use coupon code HOLIDAYS16 during their online enrollment. 
 
MET is Michigan’s Section 529 prepaid tuition program that allows individuals and organizations to 
buy credit hours toward future tuition at any of the State’s public colleges and universities by locking 
in today’s tuition rates. Parents, grandparents, other family members and friends can purchase a 
MET contract for any Michigan student. MET contracts are flexible; providing refunds directly to out-
of-state or Michigan private colleges, transferable to other family members and fully refundable if 
your child does not attend college.  

New to MET this year is the “Pay-As-You-Go” option. Get a child started with the new “Pay-As-You-
Go” option by purchasing one credit hour and adding a minimum $25 payment at anytime.  Once a 
contract has been purchased, friends and family can also make contributions to the contract.  A 
minimum of one credit hour must be in the plan of choice, although any amount above the minimum 
can be purchased.  

For the first half of the enrollment period, prices will not increase from the 2015 prices. But on May 
1, 2016, prices will increase by 2 percent and will remain the same through September 30, 2016.  

"MET is a gift for both the giver and the receiver. It’s a smart gift that provides peace-of-mind and 
great flexibility for the receiver, while allowing the purchaser to enjoy a state income tax deduction,” 
said Robin Lott, MET’s Executive Director.  

MET offers three contract options: Full Benefits, Limited Benefits, and Community College. 
Contracts can be purchased in semester increments or by credit hours with convenient payment 
options available. Parents purchasing a contract for a newborn child can do so for as little as $14 a 
month. Visit www.SETwithMET.com for more information or call 1-800-MET-4-KID.  

 

Calling All Students... 

Student Design Contest:   
2016 Michigan State of the State Program Cover 

Help Governor Snyder design the cover of the 2016 State of the State 
program!  The winner and one guest will be invited to Lansing to meet Governor 
Rick Snyder & attend the 2016 State of the State address. 

We’re looking for Michigan high school, junior high, and elementary students to 
submit original designs for the State of the State program.  

Please submit your original design by Sunday, January 3rd, 2016. The top five designs will be 
shared on Governor Snyder’s Facebook page on January 5, and then the design with the most 
“LIKES” by January 8 will be used on the cover of the Governor’s 2016 State of the State 
program.  The winner and one guest will be invited to meet Governor Snyder and attend the 2016 
State of the State address at the Capitol Building in Lansing.  

The design should be sized to fit on a 5.5” (L) x 8.5” (W) cover.  
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Students on a separate sheet of paper should include their name, phone number, address, and 
email address, as well as their parent or guardian’s name, phone number, address, and email 
address, with their submissions.  

Students can submit their designs by email to SOTS@michigan.gov or by mail, addressing it to:  

Governor Snyder’s Communications Office  
111 South Capitol Avenue  
P.O. Box 30013  
Lansing, Michigan 48909  

For more information, click here. 

*Source:  Governor's Office 

 

MI Student Story 

Check out the latest  
MI Student Story... 

Charles Rozier, a Detroit native, now a Western 
Michigan University Finance and Commercial Law 
Senior knew he was going to college no matter what. 

Rozier suffers from sickle cell anemia which caused him 
to spend most of his childhood in an emergency room 
instead of school...read more. 

 

MI Student Aid Hosts Twitter Trivia Event 
MI Student Aid partnered with Student Ambassadors from Schoolcraft College to 
engage with students where they already are – on Twitter.  

@mistudentaid’s inaugural Twitter trivia game on December 4 was part of a financial 
literacy workshop for Franklin High School students with Schoolcraft College in 
Livonia. The game was played in person with the Franklin High School students and 

open to other followers on Twitter. The students worked in teams to discuss the questions and 
tweeted their answers. MI Student Aid would like to thank everyone who participated.  

The trivia session begins an initiative to engage more parents and students through social media. 
The session also served to increase financial aid awareness and strategies to build a college 
financing plan.  

MI Student Aid’s goal is to use interactive events to increase participation with students and 
parents. MI Student Aid will continue to host more live events to engage our twitter followers.  

If you’re interested in hosting one of these events at your school, please feel free to contact us, or 
send us a tweet at @mistudentaid!  

 

Do you Qualify for the Michigan Competitive Scholarship? 
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The Michigan Competitive Scholarship program is available to undergraduate students pursuing 
their first degree at an approved Michigan postsecondary institution. Students must demonstrate 
both financial need and merit. Eligible applicants must achieve a qualifying ACT score of at least 23 
(composite) or 90 (scaled score) prior to entering college.  

Applicants must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Michigan’s deadline for 
priority consideration of State aid is March 1.  As a reminder, our office does not know which 
college a student plans to attend; therefore, State aid awards are based on the first college listed on 
the FAFSA. Students must file a renewal FAFSA every year to be considered for continued program 
eligibility. Students are also responsible for notifying our office if their college choice changes-this 
can be done online using the MiSSG Student Portal at www.michigan.gov/ssg or by phone at 1-888-
4-GRANTS (888-447-2687).  

For more information on eligibility requirements, and award amounts, please review the Michigan 
Competitive Scholarship Fact Sheet Academic Year 2015-16. 

 

What is Federal Work Study? 
  

Federal Work-Study provides part-time jobs for undergraduate and 
graduate students with financial need, allowing them to earn money to 
help pay education expenses. The program encourages community 
service work and work related to the student’s course of study. 

  

  

Here’s a quick overview of Federal Work-Study: 

 It provides part-time employment while you are enrolled in school. 

 It’s available to undergraduate, graduate, and professional students with financial need. 

 It’s available to full-time and part-time students. 

 It’s administered by schools participating in the Federal Work-Study Program.  

Check with your school's financial aid office to find out if your school participates. 

For more information (types of jobs, how much you can earn, how you will be paid), click here. 

*Source:  Federal Student Aid 

 

Wishing You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season! 
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 Our office will be closed on the following dates: 

 December 24 

 December 25 

 December 31 

 January 1 
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